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By I‘*?TCHOL:\S M. HORROCK
Specizi to The Naw York Times
WASHINGTON, Oct. 24—
Foriner "Attorney Generab John
N. Mitchell told a Senats com-
mittee under oath today that
officials of the Central Intelli-
Agency - and Federal
Bureau of Investigation "had

gence

never told him that the agen-l“mail cover™ and actual matl in Mz Mitcnell’s and  Mr.
cies were secretly opening mail.| opening.

His testimony befora the Sen- A mail COV&I‘ VTR' Mxtchell preoa,ed_ .to accuse elmer man:
ate Select Committee on Iatel-testified, ‘meant - to.- him that of Iﬂng.

lizence appeared’ to conilict
with a statement.made-Wednes-

tPstmed that he" advmed Mr.
Mitchell of the mail-opening
project in June, 1970.

Mr. Helms said he had told
the Attorney General about a
“mail cover” and acknowledged
that “in those times I'm not
sure. the Attorney ~ Genéerat
knew ‘the difference” between

security agencies photographed|’

the context of the conversation’

Idaho, told reporters that. while
there svas an obvious conflict

‘Taere is o basn; on whxch

the exteriors of the ﬂnvelopeal‘

day by. Ru.hard Helms,-formerito obtain the names of the ad-,
‘ du-nctor of the CIA., wholdressors and addresseea “Mr.

could make such a charge

in view of the- possibility they!

might just have misundarstood:
each other,” Mr.. Church said..
The Lommsttee- 2is0- “‘made
public today docurmzats that
indicated -that' Nicholas -de - B.
Katzenbach, Attorney-. General
under President Johanson, may|
have known that the F.B.L
was opening mail. Committee
sources said that- Mr. Katzen-

pubucly on the:matter. ..

In a “memorandum written

n Jdarch 2, 1965, J. Edgar
}Ioo‘«er .then director of the
F.B.1., sald that Mr. Katzenbach} >
had taiked to Senator Edward|
V. Long, Democrat of Missouri,
about Keepmc' information on
mail openings out of hearings
Mr: Long was then conductm,,
-in the Senate.. - :

The Attomey Genera] “ac-
cording to the memo, smd ihat,
Bemard lensterwald - then:
counsel of Mr. Long’s commxt-
tee; “had some possible: wit-
nesses who are former bureau
‘agents and if they were asked
if mail was opened, they would
take the Fifth Amendment.’”

“‘Ihe Atiomey General state@
that before they are called, he
woula iike to know who they
‘are and whether they were ever
involved in any program 'tOll(,u~
‘ing on national secur'ty and, it
not it is their own business.
bt if they were, he wouid vant
tcr know,” Mr. Hoovers ImeRio-
‘vandum said; "t - .

Ina te‘ephone mtemew late

today, Mr. Katzenbach said he
‘had “never heard” that- either
tn°CIAortheFBI was open-

"ing the mail and he suspected
he had not been told because
the “process is illegal.” He said
he had believed the intrusion
upcn the mail system was on]y
to conduct- a- “mail cover,

which he-said was legal in both
criminal and -national secunty
cases.
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: hedDem@s He Knﬁw of ?‘/Ial].@ﬂ»l’llﬂ gt

‘a
Helms, how—*ver sa.d on Wed-.r
nesday that-he presumed [rom *

il
"

that Mr. Mitchell knew the!
C.1.A. was opening mail.
The committee chairman, i

Frank Church, Democrat of -

Helms's testimony, he was not; tharoughoat the years knew thc

.0f any Attorney General and
»atethitl without a warrant from a court.
bach would be asked to testifyh
-lin certain criminal cases after

i The F.BI
opening. projects in .eight cities

e ke

and C.L.Aa. atiuinicsees
and CLA. documents
indicated- that agency of

process was illegal. Morsaver,
cne CIA. document showed,
thev had serious coubt that ia
"nauet'r*ve even the DPresident
had the power to authorize tne
activity.

. F.B.L officials testified" :cday
Lnat the bureau tended over- ¥
26-year period to ignore the
question of whether the ooen-
ings were illegal." The question
was discussed only once, in
1931, three former. officials said.
corducted mail-

apparently without the approval

The F.B.1. legally opens mail

obtaining a court order. '
No figures for the amount of
mail the F.BI opened were
ziven.
F.B.L ofhcxals testified today
‘that J. Edgar Hoover, whila

director of the bureau, halted

the mail-opering project . in
1966. W, 'Raymond ‘Wannall,
now. chief of intelligence  as
 the bureau; speculated that Mr.
 Hoover may have discontinued
the top secret project because
he had “a regard for the cli-
mate of the times.”” He implied
that Mr. Hoover mizht have
come to the conclusnon that the
‘political climate  would not
justify the illegal opemtion. -
Project Lasted Till ’73 .

The C.LAJ did-not stop itsi
mait op=zning unfil 1973. Mrf
‘Helms temxfxed on Wednesday:

that the only Attorney Generali

‘he ever briefed about mail open-;

ings was Mr. Mitchell, in the}

‘session that Mr. \Ixtcheu now
d:sputes.‘ .

Mr. ~ Mitchell saxd tnat in!
June,-1970; ha did have a 22-
minufe megting, with Me. Helms
on a su";ec’ he ‘declined to re-
veal for national ‘security rea-
‘sons. He has told the committee
about®it in executive session.
Congressional sources indicated
toat'Mr., Helms had been brief-
ing Mre Mitchell on aspects of
e,l°ct.romr eavesdropping used
Ly the National Security Agen-

cy ¥ tracking antiwar radxcals
Conkinueds
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